entertained in the inception of my design.
The patient who became the subject of my experiments, had twice undergone the operation of staphyloraphy?the first time at the age of seven, and afterwards at twelve years, but without benefit in either instance, as no union of the parts was accomplished. It will not be supposed, that on attempting any plan of my own, I failed to make myself acquainted with the details of both the surgical means and mechanical devices which had hitherto been employed in similar cases. The principle of the surgical operation, as invented about twenty years since, by M. Roux, is, as is well known, similar to that for hare-lip, consisting in procuring an union between the opposite edges of the fissure. The other plan often adopted to meet the same object? the adaptation of artificial metallic contrivances?has very naturally fallen to the part of dentists, who usually content themselves with fitting a gold plate to the roof of the mouth, and extending a portion of it backwards and downwards, in the direction of the fissure, so as to fill up the opening between the cleft portions. I shall not hesitate to offer my observations at length, on the merits of each of these methods, and their chances of severally accomplishing the ultimate object proposed?that of improving the articulation. But, to do this satisfactorily, it is necessery, in the first place, to consider the character of the lesion for which a remedy is sought.
Cases of congenital fissure of the palate present great diversity in their anatomical features, but are found to have certain characteristics in common, which admit of their being assigned to one of three classes.
In the first class, the fissure, comprehending, of course, the soft palate, extends forward quite through the palatine and super-maxillary bones, as far as the alveolar processes, and sometimes admitting of no union at any point through the whole extent of the median symphysis. This form of the fissure is usually complicated with hare-lip; and, though the lip may be successfully operated upon during infancy, the original fissure, internally, still remains through life, producing, of course, the greatest indistinctness of articulation. The (as ah,) we shall perceive the pendant remains of the velum and uvula drawn upwards and backwards, by the oblique lateral fibres of the pharyngeus, and thus widening the gap, while, at the same time, the pharynx, becoming corrugated at its superior portion, makes a slight vicarious effort to force the sound forward into the cavity of the mouth. From [London Lancet.
Vernon-place, Bloomsbury.
* Those who rejoice in the possession of a fine vocal organization, and experience no embarrassment in its use, may not be interested in these remarks ; but to those who are less fortunate, they will not appear trivial, if we may judge by our own personal experience.
